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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Top Cats - Illinois Committees 

Starring, in alphabetical order 

**Lynn Adams...Membership 

**Ric Case...Safety 

**Jim Haase...Activities 

**Wayne Kirkpatrick...ROAR 

**Janet Riddick...Merchandise 

**Sal Saccomanno...Communications 

**Mark & Lisa Sullivan...Awards 

**Rose Temple...Charity 

These committee leaders and their staff are the backbone of the Club. The next time you meet them on 
a ride or at a meeting, thank them for their efforts. I do every time I see them. 

I would also like to thank the members of the Board for the time and effort they as a group spent gov-
erning the Club. A lot of hours preparing for discussion, 12 lengthy meetings to sit through and all for 
the benefit of the membership. It requires a high degree of dedication to take on this responsibility. 
Thank you all for participating at this level. 

New opportunities present themselves in 2005 to become part of these two groups. By the time you 
receive your copy of ROAR, the membership will have voted in the new Board. If you aspire to become 
an officer of Top Cats start building a resume of involvement in the Club. How do you do this? Please 
read on. 

Each of our 7 committees need to have a leader and a staff. A few, notably Activities and Membership, 
have a chairperson named. There are candidates that have put their names forward for consideration of 
other leadership roles as well as staff positions. A good beginning but there are 15 or more openings to 
fill. Plenty to go around. 

If you have any questions or are ready to commit, contact me or Vice President Chuck Prettyman. We 
will gladly give you the necessary information. Till then... 

Saddle Up! 

Jim "Iceman" Heniff 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, Proprietors, 
Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of large, medi-
um and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 
The content and opinions expressed in articles are those of the authors and not, nec-
essarily those of Top Cats - Illinois. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

(j heniff@mailstation.com) 
847/381-5357 

Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4@aol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Treasurer 	Carl Marcyan 
(cmarcyan@sdflaw.com) 

312/218-5560 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 
(Ihawkeye50@hotmail.com) 

847/394-2646 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Sandra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

847/634-6402 

Director 	Rose Temple 
fftemple@acnielsen.com ) 

847/516-8825 

Director 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com ) 

847/639-4009 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOIUNE: (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotmail.com  

NEXT MEETING: January 4, 2005 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Gary Brandt (meo1957@comcast.net ) 847/546-9771 
Advertising 	Carl Marcyan (cmarcyan@sdflaw.com ) 312/218-5560 
Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@msn.com ) 847/657-9363 
Charity Ride 	Rose Temple (rtemple(a7,acnielsen.com) 847/516-8825 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (rddick@wickes.com ) 847/548-8447 
Roar 	Wayne Kirkpatrick (wkirkpa177@aol.com) 847/854-4137 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsacco@ameritech.net) 847/526-5200 
Hotline 	Gary Brandt (meo1957@comcast.net) 847/546-9771 
Safety Dir. 	Wayne Kirkpatrick (wkirkpa177@aol.com) 847/854-4137 
Sgt at Arms 	Bill Ryan (ryanbuildr@aol.com ) 847/542-1038 
Awards 	Mark and Lisa Sullivan 
Committee 	(marksully@aol.com) 

847/516-8682 

DANDY'S CYCLE 

Ake' 
we LEMAN TRIKES, INC 

(847) 669-0256 
Fax (847) 669-0772 

www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

4-112X4r4stor Affirzrair  	 
550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
VAXAVDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



Nomination Wanted for Vice 
President's Award 

By Chuck Prettyman 

Mark Sullivan is putting the finishing touches on 
the Annual Banquet and Awards ceremony to be 
held in February 2005. Several years ago, then 
Vice President Rik Lowry determined it was 
appropriate to recognize a fellow Top Cat that 
would qualify for, what would aptly be called, the 
Sturgis Award because it was presented at Sturgis. 

Since then certain deserving club members have 
been recognized at the club Banquet, and it is now 
the Vice President's Award. I, however, have never 
been privy to the criteria. Apparently, I have never 
been a candidate either. So, tradition would dictate 
that I select the most deserving Top Cat and make 
the presentation. However, I am aware of too 
many candidates and can not choose which mem-
ber is more deserving. Should I choose the great-
est organizer, hardest working volunteer, or 
longest tenured member, I would be missing the 
years best officer, most successful chair person, or 
the most...blah, blah, blah. 

Listed below is a set of criteria that includes those 
characteristics that I (yes, I, Vice President, and 
second in line for the throne should I not be 
impeached) feel, in my infinite wisdom, embody 
the spirit of the Top Cat I would aspire to be. 
Follow that? In other words, I think that a member 
who matches the most points in the criteria has a 
good chance of winning the award, notwithstand-
ing anyone who volunteers to shovel my drive, 
polish my bike or loan me money interest free. 

We have over 150 members, some of which are 
very active and are very recognized, and others 
that may be under the radar and are truly out-
standing members. I surely am not aware of all the 
member participation in club activities; but col-
lectively we should be able to identify those mem-
bers that match one, two or more of the criteria. 

Please submit to me via e-mail, snail mail, hun- 
dred dollar bills with small print on the side, or 

other written means the name or names of mem-
bers who should be considered for the annual 
award. I must receive the nominations before 
January 24, 2005. One can, and should submit 
one's own name if you feel qualified. 

1. Member in Good Standing 

2. Attendance in 50% or more of the 
monthly meetings 

3. Participated in Motorcycling activities: 
Club Rides 	 (How Many) 
Designed or initiated rides/routes 
	(how many, which ones) 
Outside riding activities 	 
(i.e. member of AMA, riding 
instructor, competitor, iron butt, 
Rolling Thunder, Hell's Angels, etc.) 

4. Contributions to the Organization: 
An officer 
A board member 
A Committee Chair 
A committee member 
A Volunteer for 

5. Contributions to members: 
Mentored a member for 	 
Sponsored a new member 
Other 	 

Certainly there are many members who meet sev-
eral criteria. Let me know about them. Maybe 
"Other" will be the tiebreAker, or maybe not. 
Points will be given for each category and don't 
believe officer, board member, or one category 
will necessarily outweigh the others. 

BE SPECIFIC! Don't be shy about putting forth 
the nomination of someone you feel deserves to be 
recognized. Other awards may fit the guy on the 
next bar stool, friend who gave me an award last 
year, or some other category; but this year and this 
award are for the member who best fits these cri-
teria. All the nominees that are qualified will be 
recognized! 



Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH' Case 

Parking Lot Perils 

Pedestrians...watch them carefully. They are as 
unpredictable as the weather or a driver making a 
left hand turn through an intersection. Sometimes 
they will be carrying stuff that blocks their vision. 
I even heard of incidents of them walking right into 
a stopped motorcycle causing the rider to drop his 
bike. 

Other vehicles can be almost as oblivious as people 
in vehicles entering or leaving a convenience store, 
almost always in a hurry. Also some lots with diag-
onal parking have one way directional paths of 
travel for all vehicles, so look for vehicles and even 
pedestrians going the wrong way. 

Parking, a challenge unto its own. If you have a 
center stand, consider using it. It provides more 
stability. Stay away from the main flow of pedes-
trians and vehicle traffic. You might want to look 
for a spot that is uphill and away from others. That 
way the only shopping carts that could get at your 
motorcycle are the ones up hill from you. Even the 
newer hard plastic carts can do damage. If you 
park between two tall hard to see around vehicles 
such as SUVs, maybe you would want to tie some-
thing visible on an antenna or at least the highest 
part of your motorcycle so someone doesn't inad-
vertently pull into your spot and bump your motor-
cycle. If it is hot and the parking surface is black-
top or asphalt remember the old adage to put some-
thing under your side stand or center stand. If you 
have a security system, set it, if someone does 
bump your bike, it could minimize the damage and 
of course serve its purpose, maybe prevent theft. 

When leaving don't forget to secure and properly 
balance any items you may have picked up while in 
the parking lot. 

Here's hoping your parking lot experience for the 
NEW YEAR is a happy one. 

Elections Are Over, Hooray! 
By Chuck Prettyman 

Another election and another board is in 
place. Thanks to all the members who made 
a choice and voted we have a viable club. 
Coming from Chicago, I am used to the elec-
tion and voting jokes; I perpetuate them, too. 

Fortunately, we are a social club and don't 
have the same incentives to get into the 
sleazy aspects of voter manipulation as city 
politicos who have agendas based on person-
al goals or avarice. We have a common affin-
ity for motorcycle riding. What makes our 
club stronger is the divergent views and opin-
ions held by the membership on a variety of 
things. By choosing people to help govern 
the organization we influence the direction of 
the club and it's activities. At times we will be 
in sync with the direction taken and choices 
made and at times we will disagree. 

Our members can be divided into the active 
and inactive. Inactive members have the 
same benefits and still share the same com-
mon bond of motorcycling; they participate 
in activities on a more selective basis and 
choose not to attend most of the monthly 
meetings. And that's fine. There is also the 
small fringe group that maintains member-
ship but choose not to participate in any 
activities and are, for the most part, out of 
touch with the day to day mechanics of the 
organization. 

If this were a Chicago style election, the 
sleaze factor would seize the opportunity to 
solicit those who have remained inactive to 
support their personal agendas. 
Electioneering, solicitation of votes, distribu-
tion of critical propaganda, and resurrection 
of the dead are Chicago politics as we know 
and (learn to) love. 

The sleaze factor can only exist where there 
is apathy, like-mindedness among the sleazy, 
and those who are willing to give away their 
vote for some less than noble reason. 

We can ALL go into the new year knowing 
that we are above the back room sleaze and 
can deal openly with any issues that face our 
club. Right? 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

AAA. Watch for the American Automobile Club to 
certify MC dealers as they do automobile dealers, 
in 2005. 

Joke. Seems the joke, in the most derogatory mean-
ing, is a guy named Steinberg who writes for the 
Chicago Sun-Times. In his column appearing in the 
22 Sept 04 edition, Steinberg proceeded to offend the 
MC community by stating that they are simply major 
organ donors. He goes on to state that there are more 
heart transplants in the summer because more riders 
are fatalities. Riders have big hearts but they aren't 
exactly "Harvested" as this guy Steinberg would 
have his few readers believe. One more example of 
a non riding journalist professing knowledge of a 
sport he knows nothing about. 

Posse. The Posse is a gathering of local MC organi-
zation leaders who meet occasionally to coordinate 
event schedules, share ideas, and support each others 
charity events. If you are affiliated with another local 
MC organization, please pass the word to their lead-
ership that they're invited to the next gathering. The 
Posse will meet on 22 Jan 05, 10:00 AM at Duke's in 
Wauconda. Contact Traveler for details at (847)854-
4237 or wkirkpa177@aol.com . 

Diesel. Twin Star Motors has created a three - cylin-
der,1200cc, 70 hp diesel sport touring bike. Twin 
Star, of Holland, will probably sub the production to 
an interested manufacturer but, we cold see a diesel 
sport bike in 2005. I personally know two of our rid-
ers who could solve a recurring problem with a 
diesel bike. 

Performance. Best 2004 performance tests: Fastest 
1/4 mile: 1999 Hayabusa-142mph, Highest HP: 2002 
Kaw ZX-12R-161hp, Top Speed: 1999 Hayabusa-
188mph, Best 60-0 Stop: 1999 Triumph Triple-106'. 

Ride To Work. Mark your calendars now. 14 July 
2005 is the Annual Ride To Work Day across the 
Nation. Remember, you must be employed to ride to 
work... 

Biker Culture 

T-Shirt Game. The rules are simple. Pencil in the 
name of a Top Cat next to the T-shirt logo listed 
below, that fits their personality. Then...buy one for 
them!! 

I'm Retired, Go Around Me 

Everything I Say is Fully Substantiated by my Own 
Opinion 

I Have Multiple Personalities and None of Them 
Like You 

Way Too Smart to be Modest 

Lord of the (Gold?) Wings 

A Good Lawyer Knows the Law, A Great Lawyer 
Knows the Judge 

Can You Beer Me Now? 

Manure Occureth 

Even if the Voices aren't Real, They Have Some 
Pretty Good Ideas 

My Indian Name is Runs With Beer 

I'm Only Wearing Black Until They Make 
Something Darker 

There are Days That it Takes All That You've Got 
Just to Keep up With the Losers 

I've Seen Elvis. He's Setting Next to Bigfoot on the 
UFO 

I'm Actually Quite Pleasant Until I wake Up 

I Don't Suffer From Stupidity, I Enjoy Every 
Minute of it 

I'm Trying to Arrange My Life so I Don't Have to 
be Present 

It Matters Not Whether You Win Or Lose. It Matters 
Whether I Win Or Lose 

A Closed Mouth Gathers No Feet 



Minutes of the General Meeting 
on December 7, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

We had a great turnout for the meeting, with proba-
bly 70 to 80 members turning out. 

Bud Burckhardt introduced guests Brian Shroeder 
and Dan Peticore. George Lax introduced Carol 
Hornsby. Lori Hirshman introduced Scott 
Swearingen. 

After the introductions, Jim Heniff called for the 
voting to begin, and the Past Presidents went off to 
count the votes as the meeting continued. 
Membership Chairperson, Lynn Adams introduced 
our newest members, Tom DeRosa, Cindy & Mick 
Bryan, Chris Berry, Bill Yates, and Ken Massara. 
Big Top Cats Roar and welcome to them all. 

Jim Haase, outgoing Activities Chairman, thanked 
Dan Strickler for leading the Top Cats on their ride 
down to the Toys for Tots run. 

Jim also introduced Gary Brandt as the new 
Activities Chairman for 2005. I'm sure Gary will do 
a splendid job, and if anyone would like to get 
involved with Activities, I know Gary is looking for 
help, and input from the members. He's got more 
than a few ideas for the ride calendar for next year, 
so step up and call Gary and get involved. 

Mark Sullivan, our Annual Top Cats Banquet 
Chairman, told everyone to mark their calendars for 
Saturday, February 5th as the date for our banquet, 
at the Millrose Restaurant in Barrington. Folks, this 
is our big dinner party for the year, and is always a 
fun time, with good food, drink, and most of all 
camaraderie. There will be some awards given out; 
and there will be some excellent door prizes, and 
surprises. Please refer to the website for addition-
al information, and let's make sure you respond to 
the invitation and attend the gala evening. 

Chuck Prettyman introduced Rose Temple, who by 
the time you read this will have hosted a planning 
and brainstorm session for next year's Charity Ride. 
Again we will be looking for folks to step up and 
become a part of the committee and event, so please 
get involved by calling Rose. 

As the vote counts were completed, Sandy Vernon 
came out and announced, "We have a new 
President!" The crowd was silently stunned, as 
PRESIDENT JIM HENIFF, along with VICE- 
PRESIDENT CHUCK PRETTYMAN, and SECRETARY 
KEN GLASSMAN ran unopposed. And since there 
were no write-in provisions, we wondered what the 
heck was going on. However, a few seconds later, 
we realized that while we didn't have a different 
President, we did have a new president, since we 
were voting for officers for the new upcoming year. 
We also got a new Vice-President and Secretary, but 
not different ones. In the contested Board positions, 
CARL MARCYAN IS OUR NEW (and different) 
TREASURER, and DON SCHAFFER IS A NEW 
BOARD DIRECTOR. SANDY VERNON REMAINS AS 
OUR PAST PRESIDENT, and ROSE TEMPLE, TERRY 
KUMRO, AND JIM KREPEL REMAIN AS 
DIRECTORS. So there's the new Board for 2005. 
Please lend your support to the Board members, and 
please feel free to seek one of them out if you have 
any questions, problems, or suggestions. Please try 
to get more involved with Club activities by volun-
teering to work with a committee. Remember, even 
if you only have an hour a week to spend, we can use 
your help is some fashion. Newer members may not 
even realize how their talents can fit into the clubs 
needs, so talk to the Board members or Committee 
Chairpersons to find out what roles you may be able 
to play. There is no better way to make friends, and 
feel more like an important part of this club than to 
get involved. 

And, for the older members who think that their ser-
vice to the club in year's past was enough, and 
you've done your duty, think again. We still need 
your talent, energy, and experience to pass along to 
the newer members, so that they can acquire an 
understanding of our history, and traditions, and to 
help govern and guide our growth. So we need your 
continuing efforts to serve this outstanding club, 
which you helped build. You are the foundation 
upon which the Top Cats club stands, and it is 
important that you continue to remain a strong force 
and influence in the club. 

I'm looking forward to a great 2005, let's ALL get 
together to make that happen. 



Jim Samaras 
Invites you to visit - 

SALES 
SERVICE 

Al& 

Plus tax 
Up To 5 Qts 

SERVICE HOURS 	 Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly highter. 
Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat 8am-12pm 

One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 

0 " 
4,7 

Where Rt.14 Meets Rt. 176 

No Appointment Necessary! 



WANTED 
20 TOP CATS 

NO PAY 
NO BENEFITS 

ROTTEN HOURS 
HARSH MANAGEMENT 

ALL OF THE COMMITTEES OF 
TOP CATS ARE LOOKING FOR 

MEMBERS TO FILL COMMITTEE 
POSITIONS. 

CONTACT: 
JIM HENIFF - PRESIDENT 

CHUCK PRETTYMAN - VICE PRESIDENT 



AWARDS 
BANQUET 

MILL ROSE RESTAURANT 
FEBRUARY 5, 2005 

6:00 PM - 

FULL COURSE 
CHOICE OF 3 ENTREES 

CASH BAR 

FUN * GOOD FOOD * PRIZES 

DIRECT ALL RESPONSES TO MARK SULLIVAN 
(847) 487-2328 	marksully@aol.com  

MILL ROSE IS LOCATED AT 1-90 & BARRINGTON RD. 
EXIT 1-90 AT BARRINGTON RD, FIRST INTERSECTION 

L 	 _I 



Top Cats and Charity 
By Jim Haase 

Lately there's a lot of buzz around the Club 
related to charity in general, and to the Top 
Cats Charity Event in particular. I want to 
take a moment to share some thoughts with 
you on the topic. Everything in this article 
is my personal opinion. Nothing in it is to 
be construed as Top Cats policy nor do I 
speak for club leadership or any members 
other than myself. 

My view on charity as it relates to my mem-
bership in Top Cats is this: I became a Top 
Cat through mutual choice .... I chose to 
join the Club and the Club chose to accept 
me as a member. I believe that as a Top Cat 
I have an obligation, and therefore a com-
mitment, to support the Top Cats Annual 
Charity Event. I believe that supporting the 
annual event is my obligation as a member. 
I am not on the Charity Committee but am 
grateful to those who serve the Club in that 
way. Instead I support the event-first, by 
showing up. Second, by helping out where 
needed on the day of the event. Third, by 
cutting a check ... some years not as big a 
check as others. 

Brothers and sisters, I gotta ask-what the 
heck happened this year? Despite a won-
derfully organized event, a fine location 
and perfect weather, attendance at this 
year's Charity Event stunk-both from Top 
Cats and from the local biker community. 

Why the locals didn't show up can be 
kicked around over a beer. 

But what about our own family? Why were 
there more Top Cats at Little Angels this 
year than there were at our own event? The 
reasons why more Top Cats don't make it a 
priority to participate are not easy to see. 

General apathy? Charity overload? 
Purposeful protest? I honestly don't know. 
But I do know this: We as a Club need to 
make up our collective mind if, going for-
ward, we want to do this or not. And then 
based upon that decision either jump in 
with both feet or drop it totally. It's just too 
darn much work for too many people to 
have a lukewarm response from the Club 
on game day. 

What about all the other charitable causes 
around the region, both those that show up 
on our calendar along with the many oth-
ers? (Little Angels, Wings Benefit, Save-a-
Pet Ride, Shriner's Liberty Run, VOTK, 
Glenkirk Ride, Toys for Tots, etc, etc etc) 
Again, I can only speak for myself on this 
but as a Top Cat can I tell you how much 
obligation Lfeel toward those others-ZERO. 
That's right, nada ... zippo. Now keep in 
mind I said "obligation" <as a Top Cat>. 
That doesn't mean I don't support other 
charities. In fact, I do as I'm sure you do as 
well. But IMHO (instant message short-
hand for In My Honest Opinion) support-
ing charities other than our own is totally a 
personal choice, not an obligation as a 
member of Top Cats. As a Top Cat, that's 
what separates our own charity event from 
others. 

In the weeks to come, you'll have an oppor-
tunity to express your opinions on Top Cats 
and charity. Please do so. Your input will 
shape the Club's future direction. 

Thanks for allowing me to share my take on 
this. 



www.koozys.com  

litiP41/6  CAFL  

708.598. 7000 
	

"Meetcha on 
7200 W. 87th Street 	- 	the corner!" 
Bridgeview, IL 60455 
	

87th & Harlem 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	 P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 
	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

HULDEN 

GRAPHICS 

01411ile 
0 I Irdi 
4011.211P 

From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

AMERICA, FIRST MOTORCYCLE 

SPECIALMO IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, Ft_ 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

AMERICA'S  
OPEN ROAD ,%110 



ROAR 
THE RESULTS ARE IN .... 

The Top Cats Executive Board for 2005 
is: 

President - Jim Heniff 

Vice President - Chuck Prettyman 

Treasurer - Carl Marcyan 

Secretary - Ken Glassman 

Past President - Sandy Vernon 

The Board of Directors for 2005 is 
comprised of: 

One new Director - Don Schaffer 

Three returning Directors - Terry 
Kumro, Jim Krepel, and 
Rose Temple. 

We have many diverse talents within our 
new Board Members. They will be using 
these talents in the coming year to form a 
strong, solid, cohesive unit to lead the Top 
Cats into another great year of motorcycling 
and camaraderie Honoring the traditions of 
the past while developing new and exciting 
ideas for the future of Top Cats. 
Congratulations and Ride Safe ... 

Sandra Vernon 
Past President 



Randy S. Braun "On the mark 
for all your 

insurance needs." 

arget 

  

Insurance Agency, Inc. 

   

2145 Meacham Rd. 	 Phone 847.925.9900 
Palatine, Illinois 60067 	Fax 847.925.9901 

Our preferred clients are Business Owners, 
Executives and Motorcyclists who know 
we'd rather work for a client than search 
for one. That's why our clients so often 
recommend us to others. Ask around. Ask 
an RB Target client about the RB Target 
Insurance Agency. Satisfied client referrals 
have been building our business for over 
twenty three years. 

Need 
Help with- 

Income Taxes? 
Divorce Planning? 

Business Valuation? 
Business Accounting? 

Financial Audits or Reviews? 
Computer Systems Assistance? 

Business or Personal Planning? 
You need the 

NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 
3710 Commercial Ave. #1 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMangTheCpas.Biz 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally 
independent. We do not sell or take any 
commissions or incentives for recommend-
ing insurance, stocks, annuities, or other 
financial products 

4 

MOTOROLA FREE CHARGE 
$20.00 

53 SHIRTS - 2004 TOP CATS 
CHARTY: 
$ 8.00 each 
2 for $15.00 
3 for $21.00 

RAND MCNALLY ROUTE AID 
$10.00 

All Money Goes To NISRA 

Contact Jim Heniff 



TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
January - March 2005 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 

Tue-Jan-4 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Jan-10 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting TBA J. Heniff 
Tue-Jan-18 7:30 PM Top Cats Sr. RC Meeting Duke's, Wauconda R. Case 
Tue-Feb-1 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Sat-Feb-5 6:00 PM Top Cats Annual Banquet Mil!rose Brewery, S.Barrington M. Sullivan 
Mon-Feb-7 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting TBA J. Heniff 
Tue-Mar-1 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Mar-7 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting TBA J. Heniff 

NOTE: Check the web site (www.topcats.org ) and the Hotline (847 622-3501) for details/updates. The 2005 Activities 
Calendar can also be downloaded from the web site but, check for changes frequently. 

Helmet Laws by State 
(Courtesy of Abate of Illinois News, October 2004) 

Helmet Free - All Ages 
Colorado, Illinois, Iowa, New Hampshire 

Full Helmet Laws - All Riders 

Hawaii 
Idaho 
Indiana 
Kansas 
Louisiana 
Maine 

Ohio 
Oklahoma 
South Dakota 
Utah 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

18 - 21 
Alabama 
California 
Georgia 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Jersey 

New York 
North Carolina 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Tennessee 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
DC 

Under 18 or Age of Majority of State - Helmets 
Required 

Alaska 	Minnesota 
Arizona 	Montana 
Connecticut New Mexico 
Delaware 	North Dakota 

Arizona 	Rhode Island 
Florida South Carolina 
Kentucky 	Texas 

Helmet Reflectorization Required 

Delaware 
Hawaii 
Maryland 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 

New York 
North Dakota 
South Carolina 
Vermont 



Minutes of the Board Meeting 
on November 8, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

The meeting took place at Durty Nellie's. 
Present were Jim Krepel, Terry Kumro, 
Chuck Prettyman, Jim Heniff, John 
Fraccaro, Don Schaffer, Ken Glassman, and 
Rose Temple. 

Ken Glassman read the Minutes of the 
October Board Meeting, and those were 
accepted. 

Don Schaffer's financials were accepted. 

Membership Chairperson, Lynn Adams 
reported on the additional work required to 
track the Prospective Members through the 
membership requirements of attending a 
meeting, a ride, and the GRASS class. 

The procedure that Jim Heniff outlined at 
the last Board Meeting for presenting New 
Business was apparently scrapped. Don 
Schaffer's written proposal for Membership 
Guidelines was not presented to the Board 
for discussion or vote. Instead Jim called 
for votes individually on the 4 require-
ments for membership that had been in 
place since May. 

A motion was made, and passed to termi-
nate the membership requirements that 
have been in place since May for 
Prospective members. 

A motion was made and passed that 
Prospective members may not submit an 
application or check for membership until 
they have attended 2 meetings. Attending 
a ride is not a requirement. GRASS class 
must be completed within 12 months of 
joining, rather than being required before 
being considered for membership. 

A motion was made and passed to change 
the Membership Fee policy to read as fol-
lows: 

"Applications submitted between January 1 
and May 31 will be billed the subsequent 
year's full dues. Applications submitted 
between June 1 and October 31 will be 
billed at one sixth of full dues for each 
membership month before November. 
Applications later than October 31 will be 
given full credit for dues through December 
31 of the subsequent year." 

The Board approved the membership appli-
cations for Mick and Cindy Bryan, Tom 
DeRosa, Chris Berry, and Bill Yates. The 
Board approved Keith Zawila's request to 
move from an Associate Member to Full 
Member. A BIG Top Cats Roar and wel-
come to our new members. 

The meeting was adjourned prematurely 
when we discovered that Monday night is 
"Open Mike Night" at Durty Nellie's, mak-
ing it impossible to continue. A new sight 
for future Board Meetings will be found. 
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